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PTA Outstanding Educator of the Year 
Christine Carr was named the PTA Outstanding Educator of the Year for 
the State of New Jersey!  The Midland Park Elementary PTA nominated 
Christine for this honor and she will be recognized at a luncheon in May.  
Ms. Carr is more than the Media Center Specialist, she is an active school 
community member and PTA advocate.  First and foremost, Ms. Carr 
educates our K-6th grade students in an engaging, creative manner.  She is 
consistently reinventing her lessons and incorporating the latest 
technological trends and Best Practices.  Christine spearheads many school 
activities, from One School, One Book to Read Across America to the 
annual Book Fair.  With each project, the focus is on the students and how 
to expand their horizons and introduce them to new literature.  Christine 
continues to educate herself on the latest trends in education and has 
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Cultural Awareness Day 

The Godwin School Cultural 
Awareness Day started with an 
assembly on the Art of Chinese 
Dance performed by the Nai-Ni-
Chen Dance Company.  The 
assembly was a  multi-cultural, 
interactive dance program with 
dazzling costumes and fantastic 
props. The dancers brought the 
audience on a journey to explore 
one of the most ancient cultures in 
the world.  The detailed narration 
on the background and inspiration 
of each dance enhanced the 
experience, with audiences learning 
the history, geography and the basic 
practice of traditional dance.  

Where did you travel?  

The Godwin students were fortunate 
to visit several countries during 
Cultural Awareness Day.  The 
students learned an Armenian dance, 
created masks in Venice, listened to 
Bagpipes in Scotland and made 
windmills in Holland.  Thank you to 
all our fabulous 
presenters!
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integrated Maker Space lessons into her curriculum.  Through literature, 
she designs projects that gives each student ownership and accountability.  
Students take pride in their creations and enjoy explaining them to their 
classmates.  Christine has linked the Golden Leaf Award books to her 
Maker Space projects which has enhanced the students’ overall 
understanding of the text and enjoyment of the new literature.  Ms. Carr 
is always looking to expose our students to new experiences, i.e. author 
visits, lending libraries, and summer reading stars.  Authors and 
illustrators dazzle our students by bringing the writing process down to 
their level and sketching pictures of their latest books.  We have been 
extremely fortunate over the years to have so many authors visit our 
school, i.e. Jessie Sima, Mike Curato, Samantha Berger, Peter Reynolds 
and more. Ms. Carr is truly an asset to our entire organization and our 
students and staff benefit from her dedication and extensive knowledge.  

Is That Officer Tillson???  

It sure is!!  Officer Tillson spent a great deal of time in our school during 
Read Across America Week sharing his love of the story The Cat in the 
Hat.  He enjoyed dressing up as the beloved character and reading to 
many classes.  He even brought his son in on the fun and dressed him as 
Thing 1.  We are very fortunate in Midland Park to have such a 
dedicated School Resource Officer.  Not only does he help to keep us 
safe but he wants to participate in school functions and get to know the 
students.  Read Across America Week brought many mystery readers 
into our school and exposed our students to new literature.  Ms. 
Schwiederek’s class even participated in Reading March Madness and 
voted City Dog, Country Frog by Mo Willems as their favorite picture 

book.  
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Armenia 

Italy 

The Franklin Institute 
Traveling Science Show 

“Our Traveling Scientists will introduce 
students to the building blocks of 
weather. We will explore how a star, 93 
million miles away, is the impetus for 
both sunny days and snowy nights. The 
forces behind our weather will be 
brought to life as clouds, precipitation, 
and maybe even a tornado sweep 
through your classroom! By bringing 
together the deceptively simple 
elements of heat, air and water, the 
Weather Show will reveal the inner 
workings of nature at its best – and 
worst.”


